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were ready to fight twenty-four days after the commencement
of the work.

I was also no less disgusted that they confided in the effi-
cacy of the few torpedoes which they had found feasible to put
there.

The entrance was not defended by torpedoes nor by the
batteries of the island, so that the squadron would have had
to bear the attack of the Americans with its own resources,
in 40 meters of water and with little security. Our vessels
could not only be destroyed, but they could not save their
crews. I still held a hope that the Americans would not go
to Subic, and give us time for more preparations, but the fol-
lowing day I received from the Spanish consul at Hong Kong
a telegram which said: "Enemy's squadron sailed at 2 p. M.
from the bay of Mira, and according to reliable accounts they
sailed for Subic to destroy our squadron, and then will go to
Manila."

This telegram demonstrated that the enemy knew where
they could find my squadron and that the port of Subic had no
defenses.

The same day, the 28th of April, I convened a council of
the captains, and all, with the exception of Del Rio, chief of
the new arsenal, thought that the situation was insupportable,
and that we should go to the bay of Manila in order to accept
there the battle under less unfavorable conditions.

THE  RETURN TO  MANILA

I refused to have our ships near the city of Manila, because,
far from defending it, this would provoke the enemy to bombard
the plaza, which doubtless would have been demolished on ac-
count of its few defenses. It was unanimously decided that
we should take position in the bay of Cafiacao, in the least
water possible, in order to combine our fire with that of the
batteries of Point Sahgley and Ulloa.

I immediately ordered Del Rio to concentrate his forces in
the most strategic point of the arsenal, taking every disposition
to burn the coal and stores before allowing them to fall into
the power of the enemy. I sent the Don Juan de Austria tot efficient aid. Lieutenant T.fect of silencing them.
